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Our Picks for the week of August 15,
2011

THEATER

 Last Act of Lilka Kadison at
Lookingglass Theatre

Welcome to Clef Notes Snippets, a byte-size
version of the something wonderful we try to
put into every issue of Clef Notes Chicagoland
Journal for the Arts.

Paris Comes to
Millennium Park



Sign up online and get
Chicagoland's premier magazine for

culture and the performing arts!

Opening Pandora's Box at the
Museum of Contemporary Art

Joseph Cornell, Untitled (Soap Bubble Set/Longitudes),
c. 1953. Private collection, Chicago. Photo: Nathan
Keay, © MCA Chicago. © The Joseph and Robert
Cornell Memorial Foundation / Licensed by VAGA,
New York, NY

By Alexandra Zajac

This season, Chicago’s Museum of
Contemporary Art hosts Pandora’s Box, a
fascinating exhibit celebrating the works of
Joseph Cornell and exploring the subjects
behind his art. On display is not only a
selection of Cornell’s works, but several
works by an array of other artists whose
subjects and techniques parallel those of
Cornell. The vast exhibit seeks to reveal
how Cornell’s aesthetics serve as a
precursor for much of what has come to
define contemporary art.

Divided into more than ten different
categories, each section of the exhibit
showcases a different characteristic
frequently revealed in Cornell’s works.
“Cut and Paste,” for example, examines the
collage-like technique Cornell was very
fond of, while his love of “Art and

Lycette Darsonval and Yvette Chauviré, as well as
Rudolph Nureyev—who served as ballet master and
director of the Paris Opéra Ballet from 1983 to 1992—
and famous choreographers like Serge Lifar.

Read the complete story.

Lost in Irish Vistas

Images from Irish Vistas, oil on canvas by Neil Greig. Currently on
view at Lydon Contemporary Art Gallery in Chicago's River North.

By Alexandra Zajac

Neil Greig, an Irish artist from Belfast, is the
subject of the recent exhibition at The
Lydon Gallery in Chicago’s River North. His
Irish Vistas exhibit features several of the
artist’s works, whose subjects often
vacillate between the sea and the forest.
The striking images, painted on location,
are both honest and profound.

Greig’s Atlantic Drift and Benwee are two of
his images of the sea. Both play with a
similar color palette, yet Benwee is replete
with a greater sense of levity than Atlantic
Drift. While Atlantic Drift is rather dark and
brooding like the sea’s tumultuous nature,
Benwee is lighter, and more open.
Specifically, Benwee features a horizon
awash in light amongst a fluid, almost
stringy shoreline; while Atlantic Drift
depicts a horizon enshrouded in clouds and
anchored at the shore by rocks. In both
images, the viewer can almost sense the
impact the raw, natural seascape has made
upon Greig. As an artist, Greig is able to
capture the unique, organic quality of each
moment, and with each textured
brushstroke, he adds another temporal
level to the piece.



intriguing light. Cornell was a
contemporary thinker before
contemporary art ever hit its stride,
making him a truly original artist.

opening. In addition to the new pieces,
Greig himself will be making the trip from
Belfast to attend the event.
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